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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
KafSRo14) 1946

. GROVER SELLERS
e ATTORNKY GENTRAL

Hon. L. A, ¥Woods

State Superintendent of Publie Instruetion
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Austin, Texal

Dear Dr. Woods:

e inorease
and tax valusationl deprease 1in
Telpe Independent| Scjool District

conoernin ratiion aid,
Your rescent communication to this 8 follows:
*"During the summer of 19id
of the 1944-4% sohool term ¥50
of Coleman and Runnels Counties d to\raise ell vsluationa
fifty per oent throughout tha dlet: pffective for the
ons year only., At stion, Talpa was

dropping to a fiv bol &de to a decrease in

8chool, the a} - - . B

of the 1945-46 term, the\distriot Yoteéd to raise the tax rate
an $1.0% $1.50¥ and let the valuations

jures phior\to their 194L-4L5 motion, I

an ¢pinign from your office estadblishing

adling-of the assessed valuations and

department\ add g1 information. This has been furnished by
: 88, County Superintendent of Coleman County,
Bis recent latter to your Mr, A, B, Martin reads as follows:

*In Teplying tc your request of March 4 for information
regerding the valuations of the Talpa Sohool District 0,
first I must say that the Talpa District is an Independent
District instead of & ocommon.,

"The Talpa Board of Trustees, after an election was
held and ocerried to raise the rate from $1.00 to $1.50, die-
missed their assessor-ocollector and authorized the oounty
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assessor-ocollector to anmsess and oolleot their school tax on
the deasis of oounty valuations and at the $1.50 rate,

"The smount of tax raised by the prior tax system on
the prior valuations samounted to $11,655.84 (100% eolleotions)
The smount of tax to de eolleoted this year et the $1.50 rate
but with the reduced valuations is $11,953.65 (100% ecolleotions)
You oan see that the ehange has resulted in a slight inorease
in the revenue of this year over thet of last year. The sohool
also saves the extra expense of the assessing end eolleoting,

"Should you need further information, I shell be glad to
furnish it."

The Talpa Independent Sohool Distriot was originelly oreated in
1923 by a speclal eaot, known as H, B, No, 293, Chepter 13, p. 59,
Speciel Laws, 38th Legislature, Regular Seassion,

The seoond garagra h of Seotion 2 of Art, I of S. B, 167,
Chepter 361, 49th Legislaturse, 1945, Regular Session, ocommonly known
as the ocurrent Rursl Aid Law, provides as follows: '

" "No school district will de eligible for ald under the
provisions of this Aet whioh has reduced its tax rate within
the t wo years immediately preeeding the year for whioh aid is
applied for hereunder or whioh has reduwed its tax veluation
in order to show budgetary need.”

The County Superintendent's letter, above quoted, reveals that
there will be a slight inorease in revenue this year over that of
last year. This inorease (based on 100% collections) will result
from the raise in the tax rate on the reduced valuations. In view
of these feots, it 1s the opinion ¢of this depertment that the tax
valuation of said sohool distriot was not reduced "in order to show

budgetary need.” Nelther is its eligibility for equalization ald
affeoted theredy. '

Yery truly yours,

no ATTO%
ST s 2T A (YBLE, Flewellen

LHF:V Assistant
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